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• Regional Standardization Organization (RSO) 

(Standards, Conformity Assessment  and  Metrology systems)

• Inter-governmental organization (IGO)

• Established in December 2001 

• Operated in May 2004

• Has GCC Member States (UAE, BH, SA, OM, QA, KW) and Yemen

• Headquarter: Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

GSO… in brief



https://goo.gl/maps/eTKt3kTb6aSNXX6V9

Headquarter: Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

https://goo.gl/maps/eTKt3kTb6aSNXX6V9


• Support The GCC Economic Agreement,

• in accomplishing GCC Common Market,

• a regional single market & a customs  union, and single-entry point

• intra/ inter TRADE facilitation and Free product circulation, by: 

avoiding or removing technical barriers to trade.

setting up the ESSENTIAL REQUIREMENTS 

providing effective technical tools for implementation

consumers protection

GSO’s Mandates

http://sites.gcc-sg.org/DLibrary/download.php?B=168


Strategic Objectives

• Meeting GCC economic objectives

• Capacity building.

• Participation of all stakeholders.  

• Spreading “Standardization” awareness. 

• Positive participation in various international forums & activities



• To be the trusted regional center
of excellence in standardization
activities, and the first enabler for
the Gulf common market.

GSO 
Vision

To achieve integration and interdependence 
between the member states of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council in the areas of organizing and 
unifying standardization activities and following 
up on their implementation to ensure the safety 
of products, efficiency of services and ease of 
transfer in the Gulf common market, in addition 
to consumer protection to improve the quality of 
life in GCC member states and strengthen their 
economies to compete in global markets.

GSO 
Mission



National Standards Bodies (NSBs)

GSO Members



VOLUNTARY 
STANDARDS

Lorem Ipsum

CONFORMITY 
ASSESSMENT 
PROCEDURES 
(Based on ISO CASCO 

deliverables)

GSO ISSUES THREE TYPES OF 
DOCUMENTS

TECHNICAL 
REGULATIONS 

(Based on EU Directive)

GSO… Issues three types of documents



27000 
Gulf 

Unified 
Standards

≈15000
Trainees 

971
Proficiency 

Testing 
Programs

for 653 Labs 
in GCC

440.000
Gulf Conformity 

Certificate 
(vehicles, 

motorcycles, 
tires)

46
Technical 

Committees 
for 

Standards

57485
Gulf Conformity Certificate 

through the Conformity 
Assessment System 

(Toys&LVD)

GSO… in figures 

67
MoUs

signed with 
Partners

47235
Products with 

the G-Mark
(Toys&LVD)

87
Notified 
Bodies

2021  GSO Report



Technical Regulation Development

• Existing Technical Regulations
• Comprise Horizontal TRs applicable to all Types of products or risks:

– General  Safety of products,

– Gulf Conformity Marking,

– Notified Bodies,

• Comprise Sectorial TRs applicable to Specific Types of products or risks:
– Toys

– LV Electrical Equipment & Appliances 



Gradual Implementation for 13 groups of products
Presumption of conformity with Gulf Standards.
Presumption of conformity with International Standards (IEC).
Latest version of IEC Standards apply, however TWO years considered 
for a transition period.
Manufacturer Declaration of Conformity / Importer Declaration of 
Conformity.
Electrical equipment made available 
on the market shall bear the 
Gulf Conformity Marking (GC Marking).

Gulf LV TR-Conformity



Gulf LV TR-Conformity Assessment

Electrical equipment with the IECEE CB SCHEME 
certificate of conformity, which must take into 
account the national deviations of Member 
states including Gulf Conformity Marking).



GSO NOTIFIED BODIES

WWW.GSO.ORG.SA/NB



GSO Notified Bodies
www.gso.org.sa/nb

Designation and notification by GSO
Applicable Technical requirements on competency (derive 
from ISO/CASCO Standards).

Designation open to CABs situated outside of member 
states territory.
provided they have a legal representation in member 
states territory) and liability insurance.



•Notified Bodies are acessible on-line
• www.gso.org.sa/nb 
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- UK (2)
- Italy (2)
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- Netherlands (1)
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GSO Conformity Tracking System
GSO Conformity Tracking Symbol

GCTS
Rules - Tools



2. Q
R

Code

1. GC M
ark  

A symbol provided by the GSO, consisting of (1)

the Gulf Conformity Marking, and (2) the QR

Code. This symbol is generated by GSO

Certificate Tracking System

- GCTS is not a quality mark.

- GCTS is not registration system

GCTS is a result of CAPs as in GSO Technical Regulation

GSO Conformity Tracking Symbol (GCTS)

2

1

GCTS for Products

https://www.gso.org.sa/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/“Gulf-Conformity-Tracking-Symbol”-GCTS.pdf

https://www.gso.org.sa/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/%E2%80%9CGulf-Conformity-Tracking-Symbol%E2%80%9D-GCTS.pdf


GCTS for Certificates

Certificate Tracking 
Number

GSO Conformity Tracking Symbol (GCTS)



Affixing GCTS for certificates is mandatory on Gulf Type Examination Certificates first/front page 

GSO Conformity Tracking Symbol (GCTS)



• Quick and in-time information available for all product bearing GCTS in the
GCC market.

• A DATA BASE covering all products bearing GCTS which circulation in GSO
member states markets including up-to-date information about the current
situation of conformity

• Efficient co-operation and communication with CUSTOMS authorities and
Market Surveillance authorities through GPPT group.

• Make the GCT System available for public.
• An effective means to inform the competent authorities about unsafe

products.

GSO Conformity Tracking Symbol (GCTS)



GSO Certificate Tracking System:

• Platform for NBs to document all products which subject to its

procedures.

• GSO Conformity Tracking Symbol (GCTS) will generated by this

system.

• Competent authorities in GSO member states has the right to use

this system by scanning the GCTS.



https://www.gso.org.sa/harmonized-standards/

Harmonized Standards

https://www.gso.org.sa/harmonized-standards/






2021-2025



10
Strategic 

Objectives

6
Strategic 
Programs

56
Project & 

Initiatives

20
Strategic KPIs

3
Strategic Themes 

GSO Strategy 2021-2025

values
Customer Service oriented

Transparency
Excellency

Partnership



The Technical Council determined three pillars for the 
upcoming 2025 Strategy:

1. Organization Excellence.
2. Pioneer regional Organization
3. GCC Economic integration enhancement.

So that all strategic goals will be linked to the above pillars.

GSO upcoming 2025 Strategy



GSO Thoughts on Participation and Coordination

WAY FOR IMPROVEMENT

GSO & Economic Operators  Dialog.



Regulatory Process: Factors for success

 Affected by Quality of TRs

 Trade Facilitation

 Transparency

 For better Regulation

 Expertise, Impartiality 

Customers

MS
Commitment

GRP

NBs
Commitment

EOs
Participation



1st GSO-EOs meeting (Bahrain, January 26th 2017)
2nd GSO-EOs meeting (Oman, April 1st 2019)
3rd GSO-EOs Online meeting (December 14th, 2020)
4th GSO-EOs Hybrid meeting (Riyadh, June 13th 2022)



Participation of Economic Operators

GSO is seeking to enhance cooperation with EOs to ensure:
 Input from EOs at early stage in legislative process
 Effective participation and preparation for TRs development
 Expertise and better alternatives for:
 Technical Requirements;
 Conformity Assessment Procedures

 Spreading awareness and Training on Technical Regulations
 Effective and smooth implementation of TRs



Thoughts on ways for cooperation

Meet Periodical meetings, workshops on specific topics

Work
Setting up global or sectorial groups of cooperation

Addressing global, sectorial or specific topics
Forums of discussions, and specific works…

Follow up Recommendations from cooperation group to be 
formally forwarded to the GCCA for further actions



Thoughts on Topics for discussion

1 2 3

 Participation & 
transparency

 Better 
Regulations

 Approach to CAP

 Information, 
communication, 
awareness  

 Coordination, 
consistent 
implementation.
..

 Clarifying and 
taking national 
policies in 
account

 Continuous 
platform for 
discussion and 
improvement

Regulatory process Enforcement Coordination, cooperation

COOPERATION & PARTICIPATION WAY FOR IMPROVEMENT



Safety and minimum energy performance

For safety and EMC matters:

The product shall fulfill the 
requirements of GSO Technical 
Regulation LV

For Energy performances:

The product shall be classified according 
to the Energy labelling Classification.



Comparison table – domestic air conditioners

KSA UAE Qatar Bahrain Kuwait Oman

Standard SASO 2663 UAE.S 5510-1 QS 2663 AC Regulation KWS 1893 GSO 2530

Laboratory SASO-registered ISO 17025 ISO 17025 ISO 17025 ISO 17025 ISO 17025

Registration with SEEC MOIAT QS BTMD PAI DGSM

Verification by SASO ECAS NB QS BTMD NB KUCAS NB DGSM NB

Certificate SL&S ECAS QS BTMD PAI DGSM

Validity 1 year 1 year 1 year 3 years 3 years 3 years

Labelling 7-bars (A-G) 5-stars 9-stars 6-stars 10-stars 10-stars

Traceability QR code RFID tag - QR code QR code QR code



https://dgsm.gso.org.sa/eer/?lang=ar

Oman Energy  Efficiency Plat form
Since July 2019

https://dgsm.gso.org.sa/eer/?lang=ar




عدد النجوم الذي 
�ع�� عن كفاءة 

الاس��لاك

�سبة كفاءة الطاقة

العلامة التجار�ة 
للمكيف ورقم الطراز

سعة ت��يد المكيف

رمز الاستجابة 
السريعة

الاس��لاك السنوي 
للطاقة

سعة التدفئة

قدرة الدخل 
ةالكهر�ائية للتدفئ





15
Notified Bodies

1191
Approved Products

Up to Sep. 2021

3
years under operation

Oman Energy  Efficiency Plat form
Since July 2019



AC new EER Label-under development



•Lighting-Luminaries EERRefrigerators EER Water heaters EERWashing Machine EER

Other Products new EER Label-under development



Bahrain Energy  Efficiency Platform



العلامة التجار�ة
واسم الطراز

عدد النجوم الذي 
�ع�� عن كفاءة 

الاس��لاك

�سبة كفاءة الطاقة

العلامة التجار�ة 
للمكيف ورقم الطراز

سعة ت��يد المكيف

رمز الاستجابة 
السريعة

الاس��لاك السنوي 
للطاقة

سعة التدفئة

قدرة الدخل 
الكهر�ائية للتدفئة

رقم الت�جيل
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Bahrain Energy  Efficiency Platform
Since May 2021



Mr. Basem Salameh, 
Senior Technical Regulation Specialist, GSO

Dubai 13th September 2022.

Directions of Gulf Technical Regulations 
and Energy Rationalization labels for AC 

in GCC Member States
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